
Today, there are more than 42 million foreign-born Americans living in the United States, over 13% of our overall population. 
Historically, immigrants have settled in traditional gateway cities like Seattle, Los Angeles, and New York City. Over the past 
decade, however, new destination states like Tennessee are home to the fastest growing immigrant communities. Between 
2000 and 2014, the foreign-born population of Tennessee nearly doubled. These demographic shifts are most apparent in 
metropolitan areas like Nashville, where the foreign-born population more closely mirrors the national average: more than 1 
of every 10 Nashvillians is foreign born.
 
Immigrant integration is rooted in the belief that our success as a nation requires a commitment to welcoming and integrat-
ing newcomers into the fabric of our nation. Immigrant integration is the process of expanding our sense of who is an 
American and how all people, no matter where they are from, can have access to the American Dream.

The organization at the forefront of immigrant integration in our country is the National Partnership for New Americans 
(NPNA). NPNA is a multiethnic, multiracial partnership that represents the collective power and resources of the country’s 
37 largest regional immigrant and refugee rights organizations in 31 states. NPNA’s member organizations provide 
large-scale services to immigrants nationwide—from naturalization application processing to voter registration to health 
care enrollment—for their communities, and they combine service delivery with sophisticated organizing tactics to advance 
local and state policy. NPNA also serves as a hub of expertise for a national strategies around immigrant integration, 
including best practices and policy recommendations around English as a Second Language instruction, access and quality 
of early childhood education for diverse families, expansive and culturally competent health services, economic and work-
force development, reforming our nation’s immigration laws at the federal level, and promoting citizenship and eliminating 
barriers to naturalization. Their annual national conference, the National Immigrant Integration Conference (NIIC) is the 
largest convening focused on immigration in the U.S. and plays a central role in shaping the immigrant integration field.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Tennessee affiliate and NIIC 2016 co-host, the Tennessee Immigrant & Refugee Rights Coalition (TIRRC) was a founding 
member of NPNA. Since 2003, TIRRC, a coalition of immigrants, refugees, and allies, has worked to lift up fundamental 
American freedoms and human rights and build a strong, welcoming, and inclusive Tennessee. TIRRC has grown into one of 
the most diverse and effective coalitions of its kind, a model for emerging immigrant rights organizations in the Southeast 
and throughout the United States. Headquartered in Nashville, TIRRC has worked with cpmmunities across the state to 
ensure that Tennessee remains a welcoming state, and a leader in immigrant integration for new gateways across the country.
 
This year, as immigration takes center stage in the race for the Presidency, the Supreme Court issue a historic ruling on the 
President’s executive actions, and in the context of the ongoing global refugee crisis, the 2016 NIIC will be an essential space to 
host the critical discussions on how we move forward as a country to welcome newcomers and invest in their success. Join us 
for the National Immigrant Integration Conference (NIIC), December 11-13 at the Omni Hotel in Downtown Nashville. 
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